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County Receives
‘New Courthouse’

By Peter Schenck
Of The Gazette-Times

Walls crumbled at the Benton County
courthouse last night, floors shifted, new
rooms sprang up and the long-lived
space problems of the older building
vanished.

Unfortunately, the vast changes took »
place only in the drawings and minds-
eyes of a group of University of Oregon
architectural design students who had
adopted the courthouse as their “vehicle
for a study problem.”

Under the tutelage of Arthur W. Hawn,
agsistant professor of interior ar-
chitecture, the group has spent the last
several months studying the building’s
problems and creating hopeful solutions.

At last night’s unveiling of the group’s
findings, Hawn noted that time
limitations had allowed the group to
reach only preliminary conclusions.
However, county officials attending the
meeting appeared pleased.

Circuit Court Judge Richard Mengler,
who assisted in the coordination of the
project, beamed his approval and had
numerous compliments for the group
effort.

The group was asked by Hawn to
provide an architectural solution to the
structure’s problems — a solution which
would make the building functional for

pup:to.another 15 years and then make it

Source:

eligible for restoration as an historic
edifice.

Without exception individuals in the
group voted to add a third complete floor
to the courthouse to utilize now dead
space.

The separation of the circuit and
district courts was another mutual
conclusion as was the construction of
two circuit courtrooms to meet existing
overloads.

All supported construction of circular
courtrooms, noting that interaction
between the affected parties would be
much improved.

One student overwhelmed by space
problems in the sheriff’s department
decided to award the sheriff control of
the entire first floor.

Sheriff Jack Dolan, who was present
at the session, thanked the young lady
but asked rather that she back him in his
bid for a new law enforcement building.

Each student’s personality was in-
terestingly displayed in his work, as
some worked to tear it all apart and start
again while others attempted to make
sense out of the patchwork style of ar-
chitecture that pervades the building
now.

No one talked about money because,
as one said, “Who wants to talk about
money when you’re just dreaming?”

One student even suggested a plush
employes lounge under the clock tower
of the building. .

The group will move onto a yet t@ he
determined project in Marion County“id;;g
next term. 3

Benton County Sheriff’s Office Archives
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By Rod Deckert
:%mé Peter Schenck
i i‘w ﬁawm@'ﬁzmm

Au;thamsﬁa avwswﬁ 25 g@gme W@ﬁm
neﬂdygﬂems}m during a war protestin
downtown Corvallis after protesters
‘blocked SW Fourth Street, backing up

traffic for féavemi %ﬂwks and ioremg a

: z’iemur ;
Those arrested were g:aa*f: ofa BrOup ( of

about 250 protesters who marched from

the Oregon State University campus into
* the downtown area to protest the Viet-
‘nam war and President Nixon's recent
Vie mmmse; :
“‘rw L

decision to miﬁﬁ N&z’th

%@ Pg@mwﬁ Pag%%

M@ ifﬁ the {:rm& t{}a m mﬂc%{mg the

' ,ﬂ.;treg@ after chanting and singing briefly
in front of the U.S, Armv and Air Force
Recruiting station at the cor! ner of S‘W

Fourth and “ﬁmme Mmm

~ Once situated in the street, Corvallis kk '
_ Police Chief James Goodman, %}Afkee:’g by

the Corvallis police riot sgumsﬁ implored

the crowd fo clear the area. Officers . -
from the Benton County Sheriff’s
Department waited in the wings.

Members of the gmama‘img ¢
“eg.xm,d they wanted only to occupy

ﬁ%«ﬁW‘

% t‘?*e %m!:»«%wzzr d ne period ﬁaﬁ@d

. Letsnot

L sam ang mmﬂ ms an. He
sat %;a@k down on the pavement.
Another said, “We

- street, izmﬁman said,
gemﬁ?mmx you've had your half-hour.”

half Ezz:sm: then they mm@

, Cx{}mﬁmgﬂ an{i the ;}sz mg}we& z‘,h@,
_group fo sit for the half-hour wmm
- noontime traffic on the street

“rerouted around the 'f:sm’i;as“i area. ‘

came for a show of
m&i ma@beﬂmnw " He piaézdﬂtﬁ with the .
crowd tf:s ﬁmy o the tew‘: to be

‘ W‘Eé?“’ﬁ mt arvegéed

~ passive and nonviolent when arrested.
- Hesatdown and was later dmgaasﬁ amﬁ}'
by police.

A fmddifwgpcz woman ‘us::s*«: the.

- bulthorn micr aphane and fold the ﬁmwa

. “This isn’t golng fo solve armhmg
‘Be good Americans am _clear s:he
‘stmﬁi et e

z;he was shouted down. ;
- At1:17, with about 25 still smmg in ihe
“adies am

- The riot police moved in as the crowd
chanted, “‘One, two, three, four. We

~don’t want your f~—ing war.”

~ Working in pairs, policemen began.
carrying, dragging or leading protesters

k ~ to two rental trucks parked nearby.

At first, those being arrested ‘went

- limp as people on the s:lefi@ime% w‘g@{sq

“Don’t resist, don’t resist.”

Protesters then locked arms, sai in
tight circles and began o resist. Their
faces flushed red as ‘.}Aev strained to stay
entwined whxk: pﬂime gluwiv mﬁ@d them

- apart.

With i%b:f evﬁmndw of ﬁhe crmfm
pressing in close to cheer those writhing
on the pavement, the officers fook the
hrunt of the dissenters’ bitternegs about
a war that started when m&my of Lhm*

‘Wew in grade school.

‘Jﬁrba} abuse and taunts %e?e a ffméﬁ

~ constant. “You f—ers, why don’t you
just bomb us,”
, ~~wpﬁatadiy af police.

ia girl aarew’neﬁ

‘One girl broke am ran from a a g}m’ of

 bodies, %&id{iggg and im‘img at police who
- chased her, S‘m &%Sb :::iibd&ei* by i%"i*s*@ .
: eﬁzb&m ~ ‘

three }*smitesmrs

ﬂwrs&iesﬁ wefa» eisf“ gfm mgﬁhﬁr i‘m&rﬁf'

?xoﬁ:@siﬁm ‘who wm?meﬁ &

Benton County Sherlff S Offlce Archives
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Or |
without rits ﬂy“i
Corvallis, and pay rent when it can’t buy ;
The county now operates out of seven main buildings
counting the fair building or buildings it recently acquire
former Adair Alr Force station. R
Specifically, the county has 33 separate structures o wh
it pays insurance. The replacement value of all 33 stiuctures

ations throug

t ﬂ;“%&&ﬁié%ﬁsg ’}m%imm are
awﬁ

mw‘ articles detaili w the listed at $1,681,828. The 85-year-old courthouse is the most
“and alterna atives the valuable at $%79,801. ' '

Overcrowding of the courthouse has compelled cou
ficials to acquire some buildings as stop-gap measur
~ In 1959, they bought a house NW Fifth street
‘the courthouse, for $30,942. The county health aemz%r@:ﬁ |
‘into the house and hcw i‘.} cen there ever since,

- Twoand a half years later, the county bought t he house
to the health department for 322,500 and the 3ﬁwm 2 dmmm’f}
s“wve{f i,
4, the county i:mgm still another house, ’hmnw mz W
H@ vind the two Fifth 5 3{ pmwmw’ paying $21,-
) ] azw on Sixth Street, next door to the first, we
H‘Ef wfi in E*?ﬁ‘ ‘% B00. The mental health department oc-
¢

When the dingy little %tm’an Service office in the base-
ment of the Benton C “ounty Courthouse was painted and a rug
laid, Verla Bushnell, director, appreciated it so much she sent
the board of commissioners a colorful bouguet of flowers and a
nofe of thanks.

“It's done so much to improve our mé:s&w{éa  said later qu e wmgg, ;}w county built its engineering and road
when asked why she made the gesture of iiwm ctation, maintenance complex on SW Avery Avenue tha ‘}‘

I'he decorating and rug cost the county less than 3400, 8ald g than $175.000

ymmissioners, The. m cent building purchased by the county was

s walued at

the

i, o m across NW Fourth street from the courthouse. It houses the
W&M"aam d and. ngl-

ot's:office, The county paid $36,720 for it.

Al of the hmdmgx mww the engis ng and road depart:
r’nen? structures required rf@gsfr» mﬁ wi‘zmﬁrimﬁ Tm& county
«ahmst Maf}‘ a year for rep

- f%@’heﬁ the

riff was. given. additional room in the court-

S V0 ﬂﬁé’{‘%‘iﬁd to do much of the work in designing
and rery nodeling ﬂsfe room fo keep | the cost amm %éyf,st}{" ‘
’T?ms trend is indicative of the thinking in the courtho
“We're going to'be here a-long time, we might as well make
the best of it,” one county employe said. e

But painting the walls and laving rugs isn't meeting the rea
building problems of the county, the commissioners adm
They also admit that the building problems they face s
almost insurmountable, The only thing that saves them fre
wmp‘iete discwr‘agemen *'ﬁw rrmt asi i‘s@ Q(}&z‘w mi

ars, the interi
meet the demands |

L was once one large circult courtroom on the second
il mz" ;fg« been remodeled several times and now is mainly three
courtrooms and 'wmer legal offices. T
ﬁéie};gmma $25,000 has been spent on the courthouse the past
vear, for remodeli mg and repairs,
‘ x a i1l being made in an effort to gett the most out
i ' wmw Microfilming of records in the clerk’s
ive a little more room in the future. But that will M‘i'

y
the overcrowded conditions in that office, county

go to the voters fo finance z"»;’s@ [
pending on the alternative chos m

hww, m%&r*m walls and 8 ;z‘r rigs won't
: ce that hinders the efficiency of county
. g,s}a‘ermerfmgﬂ

Source: Benton County Sheriff’s Office Archives
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Courthouse clock bell
IS going to ring again

By William Monree
Of The Gazeitte-Times

Beoton County Circuit Judge Richard
:,';.«W,ai‘z.«s believes the mgﬂ of an all-
American town is never complete
without the re-assuring sound of 2 court-
house bell ringing ma jestically through
the day as townspeople go about their
business below.

And he is doing something about it

For nearly 10 vears, Corvallis bas been
without its sonic ambrella on the court-
house square People have only a wailing
siren at noon to remind them that it's

Mights and days have come and gone —
in silence.

But the clangor is coming back and
trip to the periodic tome of bowrly and
Mmgmmmmbyuim}gﬁ

the comy commissioners are going g;;
bave the bell re-activated,

Commissioner Jeanette Simerville said
the bell, which dates back to 1889, was
fwrned off by former emﬁsmmm
aboul 10 years ago afler complaing
& nearby business,

vallis city public works supervisor,
Josepl H. 8t Louls, whe used to work on
the eleetrically-driven bell meclianiam

Mrs  Simerville sald S5t Louis has
agreed to show courthouse workers how
to operate the bell but he asked o wait
for a cool day.

“A lot has happened in the past 10
years. Commissioner Sirnerville said.
“People are kind of getting back to band-
stands and bells ringing.”’

For Mengler, the ringing gong will cap
part of a long-held dream (o return the
courthouse to its former glory when it
was a center of county activities.,

A few pieces of original 15th century
furniture are safely enshrined in
Mengler's chambers and a nearby jury
OO,

“1t will be mice to hear the bell again,”’
Mengler said.

“Another pet project of mine would be
to get 2 flag flying from the top of the
courthouse tower like it used to,” be add-
ed. passing # hand over the dusty bell.

Nearby, a smaller bell, coce used for
summoning the community to fires, sits
- also unused.

Mmammﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁ
the tower, 30 {eel below.

“Now, | wonder where that went?” he
said .
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COURTHOUSE

Judge Richard Mengler blows dust from the bell which soon will be sounding the hours again. (Gazette-Times Photo
by John Bragg)
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id anybody
hear the bell?

Did the courthouse bell ring any longer
or louder than usual last Friday? Was
freedom’s ring heard in Corvallis?

Circuit Court Judge Richard Mengler
can’t find anyone that thinks so except
himself, his wife Mary, and two deputies
who were in the sheriff's office
downstairs.

Mengler and his wife participated in a
prearranged bell-ringing ceremony in
Corvallis at noon, July 4. The courthouse
bell was to be the focal point of the
Independence Day gonging.

But even though the large bell (a
smaller one in the courthouse belfry ac-
companies a clock) hasn’t been rung to
anyone’s memory since 18%, no one
noticed.

Mengler spent much of Monday
wandering through his courthouse asking
if anyone heard the bell. The two deputies
were the only responses.

“Mavbe we’ll have to have an encore,”
he said,
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By W ’Wmﬁ Maonroe

i ( g up acoor-
Jman who shoul m %;zzafw

. Randy Martinak, ¢rime prevention
er for the Benton County Sheriff's of-
told- the county. board of come
Wmn& m\a ﬁw mmt mf ih%

“f‘gias in a

rm g,hf take as long
through the locks, Mar-

Mart mak fuzmkw é g comiments during a
LT commissioners about

crime . pr and a veport on his
progress ¢ T in establishing a
program m @ e‘“r*em?v

sked commissioners to participate
ree wwww survey and then told
them about the relative ungafety of the
courthouse,

“What about the vault?” one com-
missioner asked. Marvtinak smiled,

Source:

1975

“Yve been fold that ou oneob & e vault
combination doors, no oné v the com-
bination, so %izﬁy:ém% W6t it at three
zeros,” ha& gaid,

There are two basement vaults in the
courthouse with combination locks on
their doors and one between the
departments of records and’ eleciions.
Martinak said that none of the com-

binations have been changed for many

years, .
“In a situation where there are so
many emploves coming and going over

xé}, vears, the combination should be

(rhwg@a regulariy,”’ id

Also, M%tma?@
v%ﬁm*!g‘mm ;
inne 93 at}m have serial

. “They should be taken

sald, “because anyone can
ih;‘* w iau s‘m;%;?:‘, ralk to a locksmith's
shop and have a key made.”’

William Flynn, director of records and
elections, said that the combination of
the vault door bhetween his two
departrnents was changed last May after
employes were unable to open the door
using the old combination,

He said he was uisure whether the new
combination has any numerals but belisv-
ed it to b Y Zer0s,

In the mwam; 'S, Va
the combination, he s

nobody knows

pvmemm‘ There are inner doors to each.
vaalt which have key locks,”

s is kept
iﬁﬂ the

Cash from his offi
anelin

© vault, sz:z 43{:{

ides we have hm ont all the win
he said.

dows,”’

} ;Jar‘ﬁ;f % said that the ,i;cxzf s
1 be dﬁﬁﬁ for a
fet-hi

vate would drop 40 per cent fz‘s* @w&rwﬂe‘
marked their preperty  and sald the
burglary rate has slacked off, leading
crime prevention efficers to believe that
their programs are beginning to have an
effect,

marked
identify

SE

I Corvallis ard Bm&m County, no

i the windows have
¢ the orime

ho mm m%h
been hmgia
tion prograrm

preven-
i

Benton County Sheriff’s Office Archives
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Courthouse Locks
Easy To Pick

The Benton Countv Court-
house sn't a very safe place
io lock up valuables, accord-
ing to a man who should
know.

Sgt. Randy Martinak, crime
prevention  offiver for the
county sheriff's department,
told the Renton County Board
of Commissioners that most
of the locks on the courthouse
doors could be jimmied by a
professional burglar in a mat
ter of seconds.

An amateur burglar might
take up to & minute to get
through the locks, Martinak
said.
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Construction
goof severs
courthouse
water line

By William Monroe
Of The Gazette-Times

The Benton County Courthouse lost ita
water supply Tuesday afternooh when &
two-inch plp:wmmmwm
accidentally dug up by a bulldozer which
was being used to tear down the old coun-
ty jail.

According to Harold Marx, county ad-
ministrative assistant, the bulldozer also
unearthed and bent up several other pipes
and neither Marx nor other courthouse
workers really knows what pipes go
where.

Marx and head custodian Richard
Nelson picked their way through the jail
rubble and dirt early today with Corvallis
city water emploves looking at the
mamxm

Marx said. “We know there are some
pipes under the basement.”

By mid-morming, they had located the
pipe's entrance to the courthouse and
connected a temporary hoseline to
provide water to bathrooms on sach of
the building’s three floors and in the
basement.

Signs at all outlets warned agsinst

drinking the water.
Gﬂu.mmﬂﬁm“mmli

mmm;&mmmm
from the city water supply are so rusted
that they will have to be replaced. He did
not know when that would be done.
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Honest, officer

Benton Electric, which is working on the new city-county jail,
parked this van in a NO PARKING zone on nearby Jackson Street
to use as un on-the-scene shack and sterage area. Problem was,
no one fold Corvallis police, who kept giving the van tickets every

Gozette-Times Phato by John Brogg

night for the parking violation. After having several tickets taken
care of without fines, workers got tired and put a sign in the van’s
window explaining its presence. The job foreman, Burt Paimer,
said there have been no tickets since the sign was put up,
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Amen to Meredith Wiley's Readertorial,
Hideous addition, on Nov. 26.

Construction of the efficieni, concrete
abornination on the north insults the stately,
cherished old Benton County court house. To
our chagrin, the Gazette-Times endorsed the
ballet issue that helps pay for the mutilation.

Too much we wanted 2 replacement for the
condemned jail and a joint city-county law en-
forcement building Too much we and the
vaters bought on faith. Never again.

In a hurlyburly tc get federal furds, to buy
property, to remove houses, to approve plans
10 beat construction costs which inflate daily
- the deed was done. Nobody seemed {o care
when we splashed the plans all over the
editorial page last year and pleadsd for
change {(except some in charge who objected
{0 “premature release’’ before final ap-
provall.

ffront to our

Irt

When the Benton Government Commiitee
chose the architects, the clinching factor was
the pitch that the firm could best respect and
retain the integrity of the historic court house
and blend the new structures inic a har-
monious grouping with Central Park, the
library and other existing buildings. Plus the
ability and ingenuily to create 2 funclional
design within estimated construction funds. So
much for that — although the firm is not ex-
clusively 1o blame, not by a long shot.

The architects designed buildings to serve
the purposes assigned them; no doubt ex-
cellent buildings. Except the corrections
center debases our herilage. Consider what
garly Benion County folk left us; what we
leave our greal grandchildren.

Too smart, too late. As Mrs. Wiley im-
es, may all of us learn from this and care
e, enough to act.
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County gets
electric bells

Equitable Savings and Loan Associa-
tion of Corvallis has donated its elec-
tronic carillon bells and console to Ben-
ton County.

According to Dale Schrock, county
commissioner, the sound system and con-
sole have been installed in the bell tower
of the county courthouse.

Schrock said that one part of the sound
system has to be replaced before the
bells can be played.
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CORVALLIS,

old giant toppled

A tractor, operated by Tom Cofozzo, on employe of Haoles
Tree Preservation of Corvellis, completes the toppling of o 100-
plus-year-cld  bigleaf maple tree on the Benton County
Courthouse lawn. County commissioners have sloted two frees
for removol, this one ond o dead one on the south side of the

CQREGON

Gazette

mes Phato by Tom Warren

courthouse. This tree, according to commissioners, hod its roots
damaged from construction of the new joil and wos diseased, as
well as presenting a hozard o the inner joil courtyard from fall-
ing limbs. It was also close 1o the jail's rear entrance. The other
tree is nearly dead and will be removed next week. Both will
eventually be replaced, commissioners said.
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Courthouse
carillon
will play

An added attraction fo the Fourth of
July events in Corvallis will be the play-
ing of the carillon (2 set of slationary
hells) recenily donated Benton County by
Equitable Savings and Loan.

The carillon, which has heen installed
in the tower of the Benton Couniy
Courthouse, will be played at noon Sun-
day.

County Commissioner Dale Schrock
said yesterday that the carillon was
tested and programmed for its Sunday
debul. No daily schedule yet as been
worked out for 2 carillon concert, coming
from the courthouse tower, Schrock said.

The bell set can be pre-programmed
for 10 player rolls of musie, but it cannet
be manually performed as can the
carillon in the Memorial Union Building
at Oregon State University, Thomas E.
Roberts, professor of music at the un-
iveristy, will play that carillen from 2-
2:30 p.m.
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- Behind historic Benton County Courthouse, which wos dadicated in 1888, o
culor guord roises American and Oregon flogs on a pole in front of the new
Carvallis-Berton  County low enforcement building. More than 200 persons
attended dedication ceremonies Wednesday. =0 :
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The fourth-floor attic of the Bemon County Courthouse, now used for storage, would be mode into o law librory it s Rk T ek Wi
plans for rennovoting the courthouse ore carried out. The ladder ot the left lsads to the ballower. -
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By Kevin Miller
Of The Gazette-Times

"’f’sﬁé ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ agi wity the clock ow the courthouse isn’t run-

, : : ﬁ&f@fﬁ%@&ﬁ%&i&
How smuch longer would the county have to live with the
gi@ﬁmﬁém%ﬁm right twice a day.? ‘
“Right. chiely” Taaid “TH g to the bottom of this.” (1
&@ii feally say thatl, but Uve glways wabted o) ;
A gmimwwwgywefm&ﬁ

had to erder sne from:Massachusetts, and it’s on its way.
Should B fievé in about 10 days, then we'll bave 'er run-
ning agm; Ohay?e

Garette-Times Photos by John Bragg
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